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Front-End 

 

Engineer

Technical Phone Interview

 

WHAT DOES A FRONT-END ENGINEER DO AT AMAZON?

Front-End Engineers at Amazon own the front-end software 

development life cycle, design solutions, and work on coding, 

testing, implementing, maintaining and iterating on solutions. 

We own the code we write, meaning that we monitor and 

maintain the applications our customers are using. We are 

stewards of good branding and design and hold a high bar for 

the customer's experience. We look for candidates with a strong 

understanding of front-end engineering and user experience 

best practices. We are looking for leaders that have the ability to 

invent new types of customer experiences and optimize existing 

ones in order to support millions of users. We support a diverse 

customer base across a wide range of devices and browsers.

 

Want to become an Amazon Front-End Engineer? Let’s walk 

through some helpful tips for the interview process.
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Technical phone interview details

 

Your phone interview will cover both your past experiences as well as look at your familiarity with front-end technical concepts. Here are a few things to keep in mind:

•    We want to get to know you. Tell us about yourself - which work experiences 

have made you the most proud or helped you to learn the most? We’re look-

ing for leaders. We want you to share with us why you are the leader we need.

•    We will spend time focusing on the technical competencies of your position. 

Be prepared to work through a coding exercise. Your code should be clean,               

well-formed and easy to read.

•    The problem you will be solving will have multiple possible solutions. Ask 

clarifying questions to fully understand the requirements.

•    You will be asked to demonstrate your solution using code.

•    Bring it to a workable state - don't worry about getting it perfect because 

time is limited. Write what comes quickly and then refine it later. Make sure 

you consider use cases (including corner and edge cases) and aim to be pro-

duction ready.

•    Optimize the code, follow it with test cases and find any bugs.

We will plan time at the end for a Q&A. Is there anything you want to know about Amazon?

 

Before your technical phone interview

 

At Amazon, we don't just hire the most technically skilled candidates, we are looking for strong leaders. 

This is directly reflected in our interview process, where your leadership abilities will be just as important as your technical skills, whether that's discussing ideas for new projects or deciding on the best approach to  solving a problem. 

Review our Leadership Principles and be prepared to provide examples of each using the STAR pattern (situation, task, action, result) during the  interview process: 

https://www.amazon.jobs/en/principles How to master the coding exercise

 

Explain: We want to understand how you think, be sure to explain your thought process and decision making throughout the interview. Remember we’re not only evaluating your technical ability, but also how you approach problems and solve them. Your reasoning behind decisions is just as important as the solutions themselves. Call out the tradeoffs you are considering, and the pros and cons of the options you are exploring.

 

Clarify: Many of the questions are designed to be open-ended to provide insight into your problem solving ability. We use these insights to learn how you probe for data when developing a solution. We’re looking to see you engage with the problem, break it down into smaller components, and manage your time       effectively. Many of these problems can seem too large to be solved within the timeframe of an interview, so make sure you narrow the scope and clarify your expectations. Be sure to talk through your thought process and ask questions for clarification.

 

Improve: Think about ways to improve or scale the solution you present. It’s    important to think out loud about your initial thoughts to a question and engage the interviewer. In many cases, your first answer may need some refining and  further explanation. If necessary, start with the brute force solution and improve on it. — Be sure to let the interviewer know your approach and be explicit about the tradeoffs you make. 

 

Practice: During the interview you won’t have access to an IDE or compiler.     Practice writing code without the benefit of your editor or a browser (in a plain text editor or on a piece of paper). Be sure to focus on the right data structure and test cases. Ensure your code is easily readable without bugs. Don’t worry about small syntactical errors like which sub-string to use for a given method (e.g. start, end or start, length) — pick one and discuss it with your interviewer to let them know.

 

LEARN MORE

 

Help make history Dive into our Leadership Principles   
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starting with Day 1 Interviewing for a tech role? Explore our common technical topics   

Explore Interviewing at Amazon for FAQs, prep guides and more
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QUESTIONS? REACH OUT TO YOUR RECRUITING POINT OF CONTACT AMAZON IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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WHAT DOES A FRONT-END ENGINEER DO AT AMAZON?
Front-End Engineers at Amazon own the front-end software
development life cycle, design solutions, and work on coding,
testing, implementing, maintaining and iterating on solutions.
We own the code we write, meaning that we monitor and
maintain the applications our customers are using. We are
stewards of good branding and design and hold a high bar for
the customer's experience. We look for candidates with a strong
understanding of front-end engineering and user experience
best practices. We are looking for leaders that have the ability to
invent new types of customer experiences and optimize existing
ones in order to support millions of users. We support a diverse
customer base across a wide range of devices and browsers.

Want to become an Amazon Front-End Engineer? Let's walk
through some helpful tips for the interview process.
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kobo.js
var gPosition = 0;
var gProgress = 0;
var gCurrentPage = 0;
var gPageCount = 0;
var gClientHeight = null;

function getPosition()
{
	return gPosition;
}

function getProgress()
{
	return gProgress;
}

function getPageCount()
{
	return gPageCount;
}

function getCurrentPage()
{
	return gCurrentPage;
}

function turnOnNightMode(nightModeOn) {
	var body = document.getElementsByTagName('body')[0].style;
	var aTags = document.getElementsByTagName('a');

	var textColor;
	var bgColor;

	if (nightModeOn > 0) {
		textColor = "#FFFFFF !important";
		bgColor = "#000000 !important";
	} else {
		textColor = "#000000 !important";
		bgColor = "#FFFFFF !important";
	}

	for (i = 0; i < aTags.length; i++) {
		aTags[i].style.color = textColor;
	}

	body.color = textColor;
	body.backgroundColor = bgColor;

	window.device.turnOnNightModeDone();
}

function setupBookColumns()
{
	var body = document.getElementsByTagName('body')[0].style;
	body.marginLeft = '0px !important';
	body.marginRight = '0px !important';
	body.marginTop = '0px !important';
	body.marginBottom = '0px !important';
	body.paddingTop = '0px !important';
	body.paddingBottom = '0px !important';
	body.webkitNbspMode = 'space';

    var bc = document.getElementById('book-columns').style;
    bc.width = (window.innerWidth * 2) + 'px !important';
    bc.height = window.innerHeight  + 'px !important';
    bc.marginTop = '0px !important';
    bc.webkitColumnWidth = window.innerWidth + 'px !important';
    bc.webkitColumnGap = '0px !important';
	bc.overflow = 'none';
	bc.paddingTop = '0px !important';
	bc.paddingBottom = '0px !important';
	gCurrentPage = 1;
	gProgress = gPosition = 0;

	var bi = document.getElementById('book-inner').style;
	bi.marginLeft = '10px';
	bi.marginRight = '10px';
	bi.padding = '0';

	window.device.print ("bc.height = "+ bc.height);
	window.device.print ("window.innerHeight ="+  window.innerHeight);

	gPageCount = document.body.scrollWidth / window.innerWidth;

	if (gClientHeight < window.innerHeight) {
		gPageCount = 1;
	}
}

function paginate(tagId)
{
	// Get the height of the page. We do this only once. In setupBookColumns we compare this
	// value to the height of the window and then decide wether to force the page count to one.
	if (gClientHeight == undefined) {
		gClientHeight = document.getElementById('book-columns').clientHeight;
	}

	setupBookColumns();
	//window.scrollTo(0, window.innerHeight);

	window.device.reportPageCount(gPageCount);
	var tagIdPageNumber = 0;
	if (tagId.length > 0) {
		tagIdPageNumber = estimatePageNumberForAnchor (tagId);
	}
	window.device.finishedPagination(tagId, tagIdPageNumber);
}

function repaginate(tagId) {
	window.device.print ("repaginating, gPageCount:" + gPageCount);
	paginate(tagId);
}

function paginateAndMaintainProgress()
{
	var savedProgress = gProgress;
	setupBookColumns();
	goProgress(savedProgress);
}

function updateBookmark()
{
	gProgress = (gCurrentPage - 1.0) / gPageCount;
	var anchorName = estimateFirstAnchorForPageNumber(gCurrentPage - 1);
	window.device.finishedUpdateBookmark(anchorName);
}

function goBack()
{
	if (gCurrentPage > 1)
	{
		--gCurrentPage;
		gPosition -= window.innerWidth;
		window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
		window.device.pageChanged();
	} else {
		window.device.previousChapter();
	}
}

function goForward()
{
	if (gCurrentPage < gPageCount)
	{
		++gCurrentPage;
		gPosition += window.innerWidth;
		window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
		window.device.pageChanged();
	} else {
		window.device.nextChapter();
	}
}

function goPage(pageNumber, callPageReadyWhenDone)
{
	if (pageNumber > 0 && pageNumber <= gPageCount)
	{
		gCurrentPage = pageNumber;
		gPosition = (gCurrentPage - 1) * window.innerWidth;
		window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
		if (callPageReadyWhenDone > 0) {
			window.device.pageReady();
		} else {
			window.device.pageChanged();
		}
	}
}

function goProgress(progress)
{
	progress += 0.0001;

	var progressPerPage = 1.0 / gPageCount;
	var newPage = 0;

	for (var page = 0; page < gPageCount; page++) {
		var low = page * progressPerPage;
		var high = low + progressPerPage;
		if (progress >= low && progress < high) {
			newPage = page;
			break;
		}
	}

	gCurrentPage = newPage + 1;
	gPosition = (gCurrentPage - 1) * window.innerWidth;
	window.scrollTo(gPosition, 0);
	updateProgress();
}

/* BOOKMARKING CODE */

/**
 * Estimate the first anchor for the specified page number. This is used on the broken WebKit
 * where we do not know for sure if the specific anchor actually is on the page.
 */


function estimateFirstAnchorForPageNumber(page)
{
	var spans = document.getElementsByTagName('span');
	var lastKoboSpanId = "";
	for (var i = 0; i < spans.length; i++) {
		if (spans[i].id.substr(0, 5) == "kobo.") {
			lastKoboSpanId = spans[i].id;
			if (spans[i].offsetTop >= (page * window.innerHeight)) {
				return spans[i].id;
			}
		}
	}
	return lastKoboSpanId;
}

/**
 * Estimate the page number for the specified anchor. This is used on the broken WebKit where we
 * do not know for sure how things are columnized. The page number returned is zero based.
 */

function estimatePageNumberForAnchor(spanId)
{
	var span = document.getElementById(spanId);
	if (span) {
		return Math.floor(span.offsetTop / window.innerHeight);
	}
	return 0;
}
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